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The Murrysville Trail News is a highly collaborative effort. We are indebted to everyone
who contributes to it! The variety of your interests, knowledge, experience, and skills add
so much to the newsletter. And the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) is similarly indebted to
everyone who helps with our aim of advancing facilities and opportunities for recreational
trail use in Murrysville.
If you are interested in helping out with either the newsletter or any other effort, we’d love
to talk to you! Possibilities about ways to help abound. A few include:

·
·
·
·
·
·

Writing for the newsletter,
Helping to plan hikes or bike rides,
Working to promote or advance the Murrysville Trail Plan,
Fundraising,
Assisting with publicity and public relations, or
Helping with our website or social media.

If you’d like to learn more, just email MTAMail@murrysvilletrails.org or call Betsy Aiken at
724 325-4026. Please consider joining a great group of people to have fun while working to make our community even better.
MTA Activities for 2017

The MTA invites you to join us for any of our 2017 hikes or bike rides. See the Activity
Calendar on page 18for details, and check the Murrysville Trail Alliance Facebook (FB)
page for additional hikes and bike rides as well as last minute postponements or cancellations for weather. Please join us! You don’t even have to leave Murrysville for adventures
in the great outdoors!
Photos from
2016 hike,
courtesy of
Susan Karas

Help Build the Turtle!
If you would like to “Help Build the Turtle”, some MTA Team T-shirts and pen/styluses are available for purchase, with all proceeds
going toward the Turtle Creek Trail. For a custom T-shirt and pen/stylus, please send a check for $25 made out to WCPRCAB* to:
MTA
4106 Hilty Road
Export, PA 15632
Along with your name, mailing address, and T-shirt size.
*WCPRCAB is Westmoreland County Parks and
Recreation Citizens Advisory Board, a 501(c)3 organization.
Imprint on pen/stylus:
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March for Parks
Thank you to all the businesses and individuals who supported the 2017
Murrysville March For Parks held on March 25th. The Murrysville March
was one of three held that day in Westmoreland County to raise funds for
County Parks and Trails. The Marches raised over $100,000, with 950
participants and over 60 business sponsors.
The focus of the Murrysville March was the Turtle Creek Extension of the
Westmoreland Heritage Trail. Dedicated volunteers, enthusiastic exhibitors,
generous sponsors and supporters, and the beautiful day made for a
successful and fun morning. Many local businesses and individuals donated
a lovely gift basket or gift certificate for a Chinese auction, food for
breakfast or lunch, or an in kind service for the March.
Several MTA members helped with registration and organization. The morning’s activities included a Zumba flashmob
led by Debbie Hedges of Dance Amor and Fitness Total Body 3D; chair massages by Sports Performance + Spine LLC;
participation by Little Mermaid and Spider Hero from Lovely Day Events Pittsburgh Princess Parties & Photography.
John Sopko of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) took Team Photos, and Marty McGuire of the Westmoreland
County Parks & Recreation Citizens Advisory Board coordinated the auctions and food donations. Tom Dittman of the
WHT secured donations of gift cards from many area restaurants for auction of “Taste of Murrysville” packages.
Thank you to everyone who helped to “Team up for the Turtle!”

Activities included decorating donated by Pat Catan’s
Spider Hero and Little Mermaid (photos
courtesy of John Sopko)

Thank You!
Opposite page: Some organization and team photos from the 2017
Murrysville March For Parks (photos courtesy of John Sopko)
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Update for the Turtle Creek Trail
The Murrysville Trail News generally refers to the Turtle Creek Extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail as the “Turtle
Creek Trail.” Design and construction of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail can be divided into 4 phases:
Phase 1
Phase 2
Phase 3
Phase 4

From Saltsburg to Slickville
From Slickville to Athena Drive near Delmont
From Trafford to Roberts Trailhead in Murrysville
From Roberts Trailhead to Export

Complete
Complete
Construction underway
Engineering underway

Phases 3 and 4 comprise the Turtle Creek Extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail, or the “Turtle Creek Trail.”
Groundbreaking was held for Phase 3 on March 9 at the Roberts parcel in Murrysville (this future trailhead is described in more detail in a
separate article). About 60 people attended on a beautiful morning!
Michael Facchiano Contracting has started construction of Phase 3 at
the Trafford end. The Municipality of Monroeville has completed
refurbishment of the trail’s bridge spanning Simpson Run. Urban
Corporation’s rehab of the two Phase 3 concrete bridges is underway;
this work will include concrete repairs and addition of steel railings.
Completion of Phase 3 is planned for this fall (2017).
For Phase 4, Mackin Engineering has completed survey work, and preconstruction planning continues. Phase 4 construction is planned for 2018.

Noel Grimm on the refurbished bridge spanning Simpson Run
(photo courtesy of Mary Grimm)

Repairs/rehab of
the concrete deck
bridge at the
boundary between
Penn Township
and Monroeville
(photos courtesy
of Noel Grimm
and Jeff Richards)

An engineer designing from scratch could hardly
concoct a better device to unclog modern roads –
cheap, nonpolluting, small and silent…
- Rick Smith, International Herald Tribune
Pileated woodpecker along the
Turtle Creek Trail (photo courtesy
of Noel Grimm)

Volume 5, Issue 2

Page 5

The Turtle Creek Trail In and Around Murrysville
As the Turtle Creek Trail is being developed, the Municipality of Murrysville is at work refining plans for connecting with
the Trail. One key focus is the Roberts Parcel on Route 22, adjacent to the Turtle Creek section of the Westmoreland
Heritage Trail (WHT). This 0.9-acre parcel was purchased by Murrysville in 2015 with the goal of developing a trailhead
and providing access to the WHT and Duff Park.

Plans for the Roberts Parcel,
along with street and sidewalk
improvements to create a safe
pedestrian crossing of Rte. 22 at
Branthoover Cutoff, are being
developed with professional assistance from The Markosky Engineering Group. You will be able
to walk/bike from Old Wm. Penn
to the trailhead at the Roberts
Parcel, meet up with friends, bike
the WHT, hike in Duff Park, or
visit local businesses via safe and
attractive pedestrian infrastructure.

Integrating safe cycling and improving the walk-ability of our neighborhoods is exactly the desired outcome
of the Pedestrian District Concept.
Three Cheers to Murrysville for advancing this initiative!

BRANTHOOVER
CUTOFF

RTE. 22

ROBERTS
PARCEL

- Jeff Richards,
Westmoreland County Parks
Planning Coordinator

with 32 parking
spaces, visitor
center, restroom

WHT

“When the spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes monotonous, when hope hardly seems worth having, just mount a bicycle and go out for a spin
down the road, without thought on anything but the ride you are taking.”
- Sherlock Holmes author, Arthur Conan Doyle, Scientific American, 1896
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Honoring our Parents (and Growing up in Marlee Acres)
Editors’ Note: In memory of their parents Dr. John C. R. Kelly Jr. and Virginia Span Kelly, who lived and raised their children
in Marlee Acres, sisters Megan Kelly Bethel, Mary Katrin Kelly McCusker, and Bronwyn Kelly Sodrosky sponsored the rebuilding of the Turtle Creek Trail bridge near Marlee Acres. Katrin Kelly McCusker kindly wrote about this way of honoring their
parents for the Murrysville Trail News.
In 1954, John C. R. Kelly, Jr., and his wife Virginia Span Kelly found and purchased two acres of land at the top of several hills in Marlee Acres, in an area once referred to as Newlonsburg. Moving out of the Penn Hills area with their four
children and designing and building their dream house, the family thrived and involved themselves in an area which was
full of church, community, regional and scholastic offerings.
An avid outdoorsman, JCR took great delight in the
woods, fields and streams of the area. And with her
love for nature, Virginia involved her three daughters in
the Girl Scouts and community parks. She was an active
member of the Garden Club for several years, as well
as a Charter member of the Murrysville Chapter of the
American Association of University Women (AAUW).
One aspect of living in Marlee Acres which gave great
delight daily to JCR, which he imparted to his children
and the family, was being able to drive over the train
tracks and the bridge over Turtle Creek upon entering
the neighborhood of Marlee Acres.
At the base of the bridge lay a small floodplain meadow where Labor Day gatherings of the entire neighborhood would bring together all families young and old.
In winter this area became a dedicated, flooded over,
ice skating rink, maintained as such by fathers for decades.

An example of all the kids in Marlee Acres in the ‘60’s gathered around a neighbor’s
pool. Those were the days!

The bridge, tracks and neighborhood were the heart and soul for Ginnie and John. The natural trails and flora and fauna
around them provided daily education which they passed to their progeny. It is a heartfelt tribute to recognize them at
this most memorable place, where they paused for trains so often, waiting for the charger on the tracks that once carried the country’s supplies including the coal of Pennsylvania to the mills in Pittsburgh, via the mechanical beast that moved
the country.
Our wish is to honor their memory in a way that will be enjoyed by many, and
cherished by their children and grandchildren.
- Katrin Kelly McCusker

If you enjoyed reading this issue of the Murrysville
Trail News,
please pass this on to others!
Free subscriptions are available by emailing MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.
A favorite shot of mom and dad
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Reminders of our Heritage: The Turtle Creek Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Editors’ Note: This article is the first in a series by Michael Mance covering the history of our area. Mike maintains a blog,
“Old Industry of Southwestern Pennsylvania”, that offers fascinating descriptions, maps, and photographs about the coal,
coke, industrial and other history of our region.
As we eagerly anticipate the construction of the Turtle Creek segment of the
Westmoreland Heritage Trail from Trafford to Murrysville, it is worthwhile to remember the importance of what the old Turtle Creek Branch of the Pennsylvania
Railroad represented. Without the railroad, our map would be drastically different.
The Branch was chartered by George Westinghouse in 1886 to serve the Murrysville oil fields with supplies. Service began to Murrysville in 1891. As the railroad progressed east beyond Murrysville, it opened up untapped coalfields.
When the mines opened, towns and villages opened along with them to house the
workers. In 1892, Export became the first of these new towns (named for the first
coal exported from this new field).

Delmont Mine in White Valley (photo from
the collection of Michael Mance)

The railroad was expanded from Export to Trees Mills in 1915. That year,
The New York and Cleveland Gas Coal Company built the towns of White
Valley, Ringertown (named for land owner Michael Ringer who sold the
property to the coal company), and Dunningtown (named for Hugh Dunning,
General Superintendent of the company).

Export miners (photo from the Westmoreland County
Historical Society)

Trees Mills was already a settlement but became a coal village (or “patch”
as they are called in Pennsylvania) when the Delmont Gas Coal Company
opened a mine there and built houses. You can see the bridge piers for the
spur that led to Trees Mills sitting in Beaver Run about a half mile from the
Athena Drive trailhead.

Two old railroad bridges are still visible along Old William Penn Highway
at White Valley and over Morosini Farm Court in Dunningtown, bearing
a 1915 date stamp in their concrete.
In 1917 the railroad line was expanded again, bringing the towns of
Slickville, Elrico and Patton (all named for company officials). We are
very fortunate to have such a large portion of our area’s history intact
and to have an opportunity to preserve it for future generations to learn
from and enjoy. Efforts are currently underway to identify historical
locations with interpretive signs to add to the trail users’ experience.
- Michael Mance

You are invited...

To

write

about

a

favorite

destination for outdoor recreation,
for the Murrysville Trail News.
Please email
MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org

Dunnington bridge (photo courtesy of Michael Mance)
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Summer at Murrysville Community Park Wetlands

Flowers, butterflies, dragonflies, and ducklings are part of the beauty and wonder of
the Murrysville Community Park (MCP) Wetlands. Here is a sampling of interesting
things that have happened there in the summer:
Early June graced us with the first pure white one-inch purple martin eggs in the purple martin house. Eventually 28 eggs would hatch and become precious babies.
The gorgeous cedar waxwing birds loved to sit peacefully on the large snag across
from the first pond.
Pretty purple germander flowers blossomed and were visited by busy bumblebees. Rows of white beards-tongue
flowers decorated the Wetlands.
Colorful dragonflies with amazing green,
blue, purple, and red bodies adorned the
Butterflies on Ironweed (all photos courtesy of Susan Miller)
flowers. Types of dragonflies included
the blue dasher, spreadwing, eastern pondhawk, and meadowhawk. Dignified-looking
damselflies like ebony jewelwing displayed a shiny emerald green.
On June 11th, the secretive and rarely seen sora bird was spotted pecking the ground
for food near the Wetlands entrance sign. On other days, its whinny could be heard
coming from deep within the protective cattails.
By the end of June, the red-winged blackbirds flocked at the end of the day, cautiously flying into the trees at times to protect themselves from predators. The purple
martin fledglings left the nest and learned to fly.
In July, teasel seemed to be the first favorite flower of the eastern tiger swallowtail
and spicebush swallowtail. Later on they seemed to prefer the majestic purple Ironweed.

Monarch butterflies stopped to visit the milkweeds and one played tag with the other
butterflies. White-spotted skippers, pearl crescent, viceroy, and hummingbird moths
also took turns sipping nectar from the wetland flowers. One day a beautiful redspotted purple butterfly was found on the picnic table under
the pavilion, resting for a while, perhaps occasionally sipping
something sweet from the wood.
Shiny green and red dogbane leaf beetles crawled along the
dogbane plant.
Red-spotted purple butterfly

Two baby cottontail rabbits siblings sat comfortably near
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each other in the grass behind the purple martin house, as
they kept each other company.
The Canada thistle that had bloomed in June now provides
nest material and seeds for the American goldfinches. Blue
vervain and monkey flower sprinkle a pretty blue into the
landscape.
Gooseberry and elderberry blossoms have ripened into fruit.
Fish scurry through the stream water in groups.

Baby American Robin on two-tiered nest
in the Wetlands blind

An American robin added mud and twigs to a previous nest she built in the Wetlands blind,
and each time a set of baby robin sisters and brothers were born and the last babies
fledged at the end of July.
August brought joy to see the survival of 4 ducklings, now
much bigger, swimming with their mother in the furthest
pond.

Jewelweed flowers sparkle with rain drops and ground nut
vine flowers are abundant and intertwine around plants and
flowers in a unique and interesting way.

Black-billed cuckoo

A black-billed cuckoo, with its long elegant tail, was observed right along the trail, perched on a branch of a
black cherry tree filled with fruit.

The purple martin fledglings prepared for their long journey to discover new lands with their parents. Red-winged
blackbirds roosted before heading South for the winter.
The song sparrow continued to sing, “My Country Tis of
Thee”.
There is a lot to see at the MCP Wetlands in the summer!
For further enjoyment of the
Mallard mother with her four ducklings
Wetlands, join us for the free
Wetlands Tour led by naturalist
Susan Miller starting at 10:00 a.m.
on July 8th, sponsored by the Murrysville Trail Alliance and
Friends of Murrysville Parks. Jeff Hunt of the Purple Martin
Preservation Alliance will give a talk about Purple Martins. Visit
http://www.Pixcontroller.com/wetlands to view a live MCP wetlands webcam. The webcam chat often includes current observations. Also, check out www.pondwatcher.weebly.com for
Ground Nut Vine flowers
photos and sound recordings taken at the MCP wetlands.
- Susan Miller
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Purple Martins at Murrysville Community Park Wetlands
What is a Purple Martin? It is a gentle bird with blue-black plumage, about 7 inches
in length, the largest swallow species in North America. In the spring and summer,
these social birds make up a colony which nest and raise their young in the wood
apartment-like house that stands high above the ground near the Murrysville Community Park (MCP) Wetlands pavilion. They can sometimes be seen gracefully gliding
above the house or sitting on the porches making sweet bubbly notes and clicking
sounds to each other.
Return to Murrysville from South America
In April it is very exciting to see the first purple martins arrive at the MCP Wetlands
Male purple martin (all photos
courtesy of Susan Miller)
from Brazil and other South American countries where they reside in the winter. If they
arrive too early and it is cold, there may not be insects for them to eat. Sometimes
purple martin landlords toss crickets or scrambled eggs up to them which they catch in the air in the same manner they
usually eat insects. Their regular diet consists of dragonflies, damselflies, flies, wasps, bees, and other insects.
Dependent On Us For Survival
When they first arrive, the purple martin birds act like teenagers, exploring other neighboring
purple martin sites and houses, and socializing with other purple martins before deciding where
they would like to raise a family. Due to the lack of natural nest cavities in trees in the eastern
United States, purple martins have been dependent on wooden or aluminum houses, natural
gourds, and gourd-shaped houses built by humans for their nesting. The first purple martin houses
were hollowed gourds made by Native Americans thousands of years ago.
In addition to providing the purple martins with housing, the presence of humans helps to keep
away predators. Regular nest checks are done at the Wetlands house by lowering and raising the
winch and pulley system, and opening each of the 4 doors which
contain compartments with several nest trays.
Nest checks help increase the purple martins’ fledging survival rate by
identifying problems early and keeping track of the eggs and babies.
The nest checks don’t interfere with the purple martin mothers caring for their babies, as
birds have very little sense of smell. The pole of the purple martin house has a cylindrical
guard which assists in keeping away climbing predators such as snakes and raccoons. The
house is situated out in the open and away from trees and buildings so the martins can have
a flight path to and from the house, and it allows them to escape from hawks. Other aggressive predators are the invasive English Sparrow and the European Starling. Specially designed smaller nest compartment entrance holes deter European Starlings from entering.
Some purple martin houses have cages around them to keep owls away.
Female purple martin

Purple martin house at the MCP
Wetlands

Born and Raised in Murrysville
Last year on June 1st, it was delightful to see the first two purple martin eggs in one nest. Four
other nests also had green leaves placed by purple martin parents on the top which is a sign that
there would be more eggs soon. In total last year seven purple martin pairs nested at the MCP
wetlands.
By June 17th, there were about 30 small white eggs in 7 nests, each nest in a different numbered
compartment. By June 24th, 26 of them had hatched. As these nestlings grew their feathers, they
became more beautiful every day. Both their mothers and fathers flew high in the air, captured
insects as they were flying, and brought them back to feed their babies. Occasionally the busy
parents went to the first pond, dipped down low across the pond, and took a drink of water
while they were flying. As the baby Purple Martins grew, they would take turns peeking out of
Baby purple martin looking
for mom

(Continued on page 11)
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Purple Martins at Murrysville Community Park Wetlands (Continued)
(Continued from page 10)

the entrance holes, looking for their mothers; this could be observed from the www.pixcontroller/wetlands webcam.
At last year’s early July Wetlands Tour, participants were able to observe and
hold the cute feathered babies. We are offering this walk again on July 8th at
10:00 A.M. at the MCP Wetlands. Jeff Hunt, who started this and many other
colonies, will speak again and answer questions. Be sure to join us for this great
opportunity!
Babies Take Their First Flight
In the middle of July, the babies began taking their first flights from their nests.
They could be observed at times being followed by adults as if they were taking a flight lesson with parents. Although the babies could fly, they returned to
the nests in order to be fed by their parents. The babies made a single note
Jeff Hunt showing baby purple martins to visitors
call that their parents seemed to respond to with the same type of call. Once in
a while the adult birds would make a two-part call to each other and then all of them would fly away from the purple
martin house together, as if they were practicing a group escape in case of a visiting predator.
With the fledglings joining their parents, at times they were swirling around in the sky, circling in different directions yet
remaining in one group. They would flap their wings a few times and then slowly glide through the air with wings outstretched. At the end of a day, they would all return to the purple martin house compartments, become quiet, and rest
for the night. By the end of July, all of the fledglings had left the nest.
Return to South America
After a couple more weeks with their parents, they would all have gathered together in a large roost of purple martins either in Erie or Waynesburg before
making the 5,000-mile trip to Brazil and other South American countries which
would take 4-6 weeks.
Last August, for the first time, hundreds of purple martins were observed gathering
together at Beaver Run Reservoir before embarking on their trip. It is remarkable
that every one of those purple martin birds was born and raised in housing humans
built for them, including the house at the MCP Wetlands.
When the purple martins are gone there is a quietness and emptiness to the
Wetlands. However, next year some will return to other neighboring purple martin
houses and some will return to the purple martin house at the MCP Wetlands where
we can enjoy them once again.
- Susan Miller, Volunteer Landlady

“Look at everything always as though you
were seeing it either for the first or last time:

Baby purple martin on porch

The Murrysville Trail Alliance is
on Facebook!

Thus is your time on earth filled with glory.”
— Betty Smith, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Visit and “Like” us on Facebook!
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The Premier Bicycle Club
The Premier Bicycle Club was founded in late 2016 in Gibsonia, PA. The organization began
with a diverse group of community-based individuals such as lawyers, doctors, salespeople,
students, business owners, healthcare professionals, and retirees, just to name a few. We are
people with different backgrounds and a shared interest to provide a positive and supportive
environment that encourages a healthy lifestyle for recreational cyclists of all levels to improve their skills and to participate with others in the joys of cycling. We have a strong conviction that cycling is more enjoyable when each of us takes a comprehensive approach to
a healthier lifestyle.
The mission of the Premier Bicycle Club is to create positive cycling experiences as part of a
healthy lifestyle for men, women, and children of all ages. As a premier recreational cycling
club, we offer a range of club rides, cycling events, and educational opportunities for riders of varying knowledge and
abilities. We believe a comprehensive focus is important to make cycling more enjoyable and strive to serve the needs
of road and rails-to-trails riders alike. More experienced club members will routinely advise the membership in the following areas: diet and nutrition, safety, equipment, bike handling skills, physical and mental training techniques, and long
-distance touring. The Club’s objective is to provide a positive and supportive environment that encourages a healthy lifestyle for recreational cyclists of all levels to improve their skills and to participate with others in the joys of cycling.
Let’s ride together! Guests are always welcome to ride with us. You can view our ride calendar for upcoming rides and
events by visiting our website at www.PremierBicycleClub.org. If you have any questions about the PBC or would like to
volunteer to help our organization help others live a healthier lifestyle, feel free to email us at
PremierBicycleClub@gmail.com.
We offer both individual and family memberships at very affordable cost. If you’d like to become a member, click here.
If you would like to become one of our sponsors, click here.
We appreciate the Murrysville Trail Alliance and the MTA’s commitment to trail-based recreation. We believe through
their hard work, hikers and bikers alike will have more opportunities to enhance their own lifestyle for generations to
come.
- Robert J. Vano
President, Premier Bicycle Club

Meet the future; the future mode of transportation for this weary Western world. Now I’m not
gonna make a lot of extravagant claims for this little machine. Sure, it’ll change your whole life for
the better, but that’s all.
- Bicycle salesman in Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

“Think of bicycles as ridable art that can just about save the world.” Grant Petersen, bicycle designer
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EXCLUSIVE: Murrysville and Monroeville to Merge?
Murrysville, like many small municipal governments
across the Commonwealth, faces myriad financial issues,
including crumbling infrastructure, rising salaries and
significant unfunded pension liabilities. New sources of
income are limited. Looking to Harrisburg for aid is no
solution, as the legislature struggles with its annual quest
to pass a budget.
Someone may have finally come up with a solution, albeit one that may not be universally popular. Dewie
Paymore, chief economist of the Society of Community
Actuarial Theorists (SCAT),
claims that the underlying
structural fault that must be
addressed across the Commonwealth is community
size. Most local PA governments, he says, are just too
small to prosper on their
own. Similar to the mergers
and acquisitions that have
propelled Wall Street to
dizzying new heights, Mr.
Paymore suggests that local
communities must merge to
survive.
Mr. Paymore has done an extensive study on the long
term economic viability of western PA communities and
has developed some unique recommendations. His
work, with the official title of the “Multi-Analytical Demographic Community Analysis for Pennsylvania
(MADCAP)”, was given a limited distribution on April 1
to a highly select group of regional representatives.
The study includes the startling conclusion that Murrysville and Monroeville should merge into one municipality
for the benefit of all their citizens.
For Murrysville and Monroeville, Mr. Paymore claims that
this is a win-win situation. He notes that Murrysville has
almost twice as much land as Monroeville, but only 2/3
as many people. He envisions a future where Monroeville aggressively ramps up its commercial tax base by
wholesale rezoning of residential areas to commercial,
and then demolishing homes to make room for new

businesses and new UPMC and AHN health facilities.
Any Monroeville residents who are displaced by this
change can then easily move east to the open areas of
Murrysville.
There are, of course, strong economic incentives supporting this recommendation. Foremost is the fact that both
municipalities have 11 letters in their names, with 7 of
those letters (first, fourth and last 5) being exactly the
same. Mr. Paymore points out that this means 1 municipality will only have to change 4 letters to go from its
name to the other when
revising municipal stationary, police and public
works vehicles, and road
signage. Thus, rather
than having to buy a lot
of new paper, decals and
signs, 4 new letters could
simply be pasted on the
existing items of one community to match that of
the other.
As could be expected, however, representatives from
both Monroeville and
Murrysville who read the report refused to give any
ground on the decision as to which name would stay the
same and which would change. To help defuse this sensitive situation, Mr. Paymore recruited Seymour Clearly, a
world-renowned mediator.
After several contentious discussions, Mr. Clearly issued
the following statement: “Clearly, the only reasonable
compromise here is to use a neutral third name. I recommend that the new municipality be called MERGEDVILLE.
Although this clearly is not the optimum solution, it clearly
preserves the vast majority of the potential savings, and is
a clear path forward for all concerned.”
No one from either Murrysville or Monroeville government
was available for comment.
- I.B.Droll

Life is like riding a bicycle; to keep your balance, you must keep moving.
- Albert Einstein
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Our Tekdi Group (Walking in Pune, India)
Editors’ Note: Tekdi means “little hill” in Marathi, the native language of Maharashtra - a state in India’s western region.
Maharashtra’s largest city is Mumbai (formerly Bombay), and second largest is Pune. Pune has traditionally been a popular
place for people to retire due to its many parks and gardens and extensive cultural and educational resources. In recent
years Pune has grown rapidly, with a burgeoning economy based in part on IT and automotive industries.
Shantaram Jategaonkar, who visits relatives in Murrysville that belong to the MTA, sent this account of some walks and
trails enjoyed by residents of Pune.
The four of us – our Tekdi group – had been members of a local swimming club. Because the club’s pool was closed on
Mondays for cleaning and maintenance, the idea was proposed that we go for walks on Mondays. We considered,
where should we go? And concluded, what better place than a nearby hill?
Dr. Parasnis, Mr. Apte, Mr. Patkar and I were the members of our Tekdi
group. Mr. Apte was the oldest at 81 when we started our walking group in
2004. Mr. Patkar was 80; Dr. Parasnis was 76; and I was 70.
Pune is surrounded by hills on all sides, which contribute to the city’s temperate climate. We chose the nearest hill to our homes – Vetal Tekdi. Vetal
Tekdi derives its name from a temple atop the hill. The hill is about 800
meters in height, and a reasonably good path goes from the bottom to the
top. The path is cut through forest and a morning walk climbing the hill is a
refreshing and exhilarating experience.
Our Tekdi group, from left: Mr. Patkar, me, Dr.
Parasnis, and Mr. Apte

We used to start the climb at about 6:00 or 6:15 in the morning. Many
people come to Vetal Tekdi for morning walks, and the hill was often full of
visitors of all ages enjoying a walk.

On top of the hill and all around, there are trails among dense trees. Mr. Apte was a keen gardener, and recognized
many of the trees. He would educate us about the trees which made our
walks interesting. Dr. Parasnis was a scientist, fond of astronomy. Often in
winter, when we would begin our climb in the dark with the sky lit with
moonlight and the stars, he would tell us about the star formations. Dr.
Parasnis also recognized varieties of birds and would tell us about them.
Our walk was never a brisk walk, but a leisurely one, appreciating and
learning about the trees and flora and fauna on the way. We enjoyed
seeing birds who made an appearance, and also the variety of people
we would see.
Upon reaching the top of the hill, we would stroll around, looking at the
walkers, enjoying their gait, dress, and peculiar happiness on their faces having themselves made to the top of the hill.

Early morning Vetal Tekdi scenes posted by spendidsnehal
on Tripadvisor

On Vetal Tekdi all seasons have their charm. Rainy (monsoon) season sees
the trees drenched in showers, small rivulets running all over the pathways,
and water ponds forming on the trails. An abandoned mine - quite large
and deep – becomes partially filled with water ponds, where one can see
birds and fish swimming around. A lovely sight! Summers are delightful,
with many people of all ages, shapes and sizes coming for walks. Autumn
brings colors to some trees, but most of the trees quickly shed leaves to
prepare for winter. Winter is equally interesting, seeing those trees bereft
of leaves and forming lovely geometric formations.
(Continued on page 15)
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Our Tekdi Group (Walking in Pune, India) (Continued)
(Continued from page 14)

An excellent conclusion to our Monday morning walks was a sumptuous south Indian breakfast that we would enjoy in a
nearby restaurant.
Our group broke up when Dr. Parasnis passed away in 2011. I still go for walks now on the hill, but not regularly. When
I visit, memories of those wonderful years come flooding. Nowadays, walks are not quite as enjoyable, although it is
possible that the hill has not changed much in this time. Watching the sun rise over the top of distant hills is still something I
love to do when now walking alone on the hill.
- Shantaram Jategaonkar

Presently
Presently my pedal creaks

Life rolls along each week

My bar steers at an angle

Best not to mangle

Never mind the squeaks

That which we all seek

A chain, and paint dangle
Oh, I am not a freak

You can’t buy happiness,
but you can buy a bike
and that’s pretty close.
- Anon

-By Cycle Verse

It’s old, not new fandangle.
Tires and tube a little leak
Strong rear triangle

Just try it once — a tree, or at least a considerable section of sky, is to be seen anywhere. It does not even have to
be blue sky; in some way or another the light of the sun always makes itself felt. Accustom yourself every morning
to look for a moment at the sky and suddenly you will be aware of the air around you, the scent of morning
freshness that is bestowed on you between sleep and labor. You will find every day that the gable of every house
has its own particular look, its own special lighting. Pay it some heed if you will have for the rest of the day a
remnant of satisfaction and a touch of coexistence with nature. Gradually and without effort the eye trains itself
to transmit many small delights, to contemplate nature and the city streets, to appreciate the inexhaustible fun
of daily life. From there on to the fully trained artistic eye is the smaller half of the journey; the principal thing is
the beginning, the opening of the eyes.

- Herman Hesse
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2016 Murrysville Photo Contest
Winners of the 2016 Murrysville Photo Contest were recognized in a ceremony on April 19th at the Community Center.
The contest, now in its 11th year, is hosted by the Murrysville Trail Alliance, and held with the assistance of steadfast
volunteers:
Coordinators

Dale Matuza and Andrew Lambl

Judges

Tom Morton (Chief Judge)
Cary Bohl
Mia Kurlfink
Melanie Landsittel
Dave Metzgar

Photomeister

Doug Bauman

Facebook

Kaitlyn Sacherich

Website

Betsy Aiken

Grand Prize Winner: Tufted Titmouse on White Spruce – Pat Comas

All judging is conducted anonymously. Judges evaluate each entry for creativity or “wow” factor, photographic quality
and composition, and how well the photo conveys the beauty or unique character of Murrysville. There were 185 entries
for 2016, and the quality of entries was exceptional! The winning photos were:
Grand Prize

Tufted Titmouse on White Spruce – Pat Comas

Wildlife
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
Honorable Mention

Resting Dragonfly – Susan Miller
Tufted Titmouse – Bill Powers
Chipmunk – Steve Frost
Egg – Jill Germanoski

Plant Life
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
Honorable Mention

Lily Stamens – Dan Hunter
Wake Robin Trillium – John Wizzard
Pine Tree Needles – Heather Trettel
Papa and the Babies – Ed Gerstenhaber

Landscape
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place (Tied)
3rd Place (Tied)

Community Day Fireworks – Jeff McKenna
Duff Park Gold – Donald Whirlow
Field on Kemerer Hollow – Covey Wise III
The Moon – Nina Hadden

People and Pets
1st Place
2nd Place

Oh, Boy! – Nikole Kost
Great-Grandmother – Vanessa Saxton

3rd Place
Honorable Mention
Young Photographers
1st Place

Honorable Mention, Wildlife: Egg – Jill
Germanoski

Murrysville Carnival – Bob Bickers
Fall Fun – Lori Fitzgerald
Happy Pumpkin – Alyssa Nguyen
(Continued on page 17)
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2016 Murrysville Photo Contest (Continued)
(Continued from page 16)

2nd Place
3rd Place
Honorable Mention
Popular Choice

Deer Duo: Like Mother, Like Daughter - Isabel Snyder
Goats in Sweaters - Lindsey Powers
Murrysville Cityscape - Mariella Taddonio
Sunset – Susan Peretic

2nd Place, People and Pets:

2nd Place, Young Photographers:

Great-Grandmother – Vanessa Saxton

Deer Duo: Like Mother, Like Daughter – Isabel Snyder

Honorable Mention, Young Photographers:

2nd Place, Plant Life:

Murrysville Cityscape – Mariella Taddonio

Wake Robin Trillium – John Wizzard

MURRYSVILLE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

MAY — AUGUST 2017
DATE

TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

SPONSOR

May 6

10 am

Wildflower Walk

Duff Park

FOMP

May 6-27

6pm (Sats.)

Recreational Swim

FRHS

Recreation Dept.

May 13

10 am

Hike*

Venture Outdoors & MTA

June 1 –
Sep. 28
June 5

3 pm
(Thurs.)

Farmers’ Market

Pleasant Valley
Park
MVFC Field

June 10

Recreation Dept.

9:00 am

Start of Recreation Dept. Summer
Youth Programs
Cross Murrysville Fitness Trek*

Townsend Park

Venture Outdoors & MTA

June 10

9:30 am

Nature Walk

Townsend Park

FOMP

June 24

9:00 am

Fun Hike

Townsend Park

MTA

June 21

12:24am

SUMMER SOLSTICE

July 8

10:00 am

Wetland Event

MCP

MTA & FOMP

July 11

7:45 pm

Star Party

MCP Field 6

Recreation Dept.

July 29

9:00 am

Cross Murrysville Hike

Townsend Park

MTA

Aug. 12

3:00 pm

Concert in the Park

MCP

Recreation Dept.

TBD

TBD

Murrysville Bike Ride

TBD

MTA

Recreation Dept.

*Venture Outdoor activities require pre-registration and a small fee. Please register at www.ventureoutdoors.org
Please check the Newsletter, or contact the sponsoring organization, for more details on these events.
See murrysvilletrails.org for links to other area organizations (e.g., botanical societies, bird and nature clubs, hiking
and outdoor groups) and their activities.
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Murrysville Trail News
A newsletter of the Murrysville Trail Alliance,
“Celebrating Outdoor Murrysville”

Tom Ronksley
Clarence Skena
Buzz Wichmann

Inquires and submissions are welcome!
Please email newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org.
Publication dates: January, May, and September
To subscribe to this newsletter by email, please send a request to
MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.
See www.murrysvilletrails.org for information about MTA meetings.
Anyone interested is invited to participate in any MTA meetings or activities.
Please join us!

