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Images on cover include (from upper left, clockwise, then center):
Trafford Borough Municipal Center – at 414 Brinton Avenue in Downtown Trafford.
Mural painted by Berry Breene and Laurie Shapiro of Sprout Public Art in 2010;
Photo by Jeff Richards, 2013.
Trafford – Conceptual view of Cavitt Avenue and Fifth Street, with envisioned
improvements. Prepared by Barry Gribe Illustrator for 2010 Trafford Borough
Comprehensive Plan with Core Area Revitalization Strategy and Downtown Trafford
Master Site Plan.
Westmoreland Heritage Trail – near Saltsburg, mile post 1½; following opening of
Phase I in 2008. Photo by John Sopko.
Turtle Creek Industrial Railroad – over Turtle Creek at Penn Township/Monroeville
bridge, in ‘the Gorge’. Photo by Malcolm Sias, during Steering Committee field view
tour in 2010.
Newlonsburg in Murrysville, view looking north along School Road toward Route 22.
Photo by Jeff Richards, 2013.
Westmoreland Heritage Trail – east of Slickville, mile post 3 ¼. Photo by John Sopko.
Center: Group picture during field view, 2.3-mile educational walk of June 17, 2010
from B-Y Park to Saunders Station Road, done as part of preparing the Turtle Creek
Greenway Plan by Mackin published February 2011. Photo by Noel Grimm.

TURTLE CREEK RAILROAD CORRIDOR ACQUISITION
for Westmoreland Heritage Trail & Greenway
PROJECT DESCRIPTION – Future Trail Town Opportunities
Introduction
The Turtle Creek Railroad Corridor provides access to land that is prime for
recreation and conservation, as well as access to civic and commercial centers
that are prime for compatible development as ‘Trail Towns’.1 Three smart
growth nodes along the 9-mile Turtle Creek Greenway are in downtown
Trafford, the mixed-use strip along the William Penn Highway in Murrysville,
and Export. Trafford City, built as compact, urban blocks in the late 1800s –
early 1900s as one of the Westinghouse Industrial Valley company towns, is very
distinct from the 1.7-mile-long, Route 22 Murrysville corridor. The ‘Murrysville
corridor’ exhibits a progression of transportation influences, first as part of the
Northern Turnpike in 1808-1892 carrying stagecoaches, followed by development
of the Turtle Creek Valley Railroad in 1891-1892, a number of iterations of the
Old William Penn Highway between 1912 and 1949, and the new
William Penn Highway, Route 22, with recent improvements completed in the
late-2000s. Export, incorporated in 1911, grew as a traditional, dense, ‘company
patch town’, developed adjacent to coal mines that were active until the 1950s.
Downtown Trafford, Export, and the Murrysville Corridor, in their own ways,
could become Trail Towns, bursting with healthy and invigorating economic
vitality, in part by virtue of their relationship with the proposed Westmoreland
Heritage Trail.

1

The ‘Trail Town’ concept has recently been popularized by The Progress Fund working in conjuncture
with the Allegheny Trails Alliance (ATA) with a focus on developing the economic potential along the
Great Allegheny Passage (GAP). See: http://www.trailtowns.org/ .
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Trafford City
In June 2010, Trafford Borough adopted the Comprehensive Plan and Core Area
Revitalization Strategy, prepared by planning consultants Mullin & Lonergan Associates, Inc. of
Pittsburgh. The 244-page Plan makes recommendations for the future of the entire Borough,
and presents a compelling case for “Trafford’s central business district” as “an unrealized gem.”
Following development of the Turtle Creek Valley Railroad between Trafford (Stewart
Station) and Murrysville in 1891, Trafford Borough was incorporated in 1904. The railroad, as
well as the core area known then as Trafford City, was developed as a company town by
George Westinghouse II. Trafford City provided homes for many steel mill and air brake
factory workers. The industrial area between Turtle Creek and the current day central
business district was the site of Westinghouse Foundries, which supported Westinghouse
manufacturing in Pittsburgh and the Turtle Creek valley, (known then as “Westinghouse
Valley”). The foundry site became a superfund brownfield, with clean-up south and directly
north of the 5th Street Bridge completed in the 1980s. Downtown Trafford has an estimated
population density of about 10 people per acre. Being relatively compact, the downtown area is
very walkable and easily accessible from the proposed Westmoreland Heritage Trail.

View of downtown Trafford, looking north along the Turtle Creek RR line. The 5th Street Bridge is to the left,
Senior Housing in high-rise, Trafford Borough Community Center on Brinton Avenue is behind evergreens
adjacent to downtown commercial district.

Excerpts from the Comprehensive Plan sections entitled ‘Linking the Assets’ and ‘Downtown
Trafford Master Site Plan’ follow. These excerpts express the strong desire of Trafford to forge
connections with the Westmoreland Heritage trail and their downtown business/mixed use area.
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Linking
theAssets
Trafford’s downtown strategy:
Creating a dynamic environment

Trafford’s central business district is

an unrealized gem.

The core business district’s proximity to strong housing markets is an asset that
has yet to be realized. But fully realizing its potential will require a long-term
approach. The dilapidated buildings, one-way streets and limited array of
retail and office market offerings are a challenge for Trafford’s business district.
These issues can be addressed over time through a combination of strategic
public infrastructure improvements and upgrades, targeted redevelopment
and rehabilitation, and private investment.
A phased approach to development in the downtown would guide the
necessary resources to realize the downtown vision of a “niche” market:
Trafford Green Town Center.
At the same time, there are short-term activities and solutions that can enhance
the image of the business district and bolster the longer-term projects. The
consensus around the future of Trafford’s business district revolves around the
themes summarized on the following pages.

envisioned

e.

Targeted
Infill Development

f.
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of mixed-use structures in
the core downtown area. A
number of vacant parcels in
this district could be used for
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Restoring Historic Structures
The former Mellon Bank
building at the corner
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It is currently underutilized,
with residential units above
the mostly vacant ground
Ěǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
building to its former glory
would project a positive
image of a revitalizing
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g.

Residential Improvements
ȱȱȱȱȱ¢ȱȱȱěȂȱ
core business district would leverage the overall strong housing
stock and highlight the diversity of housing options available in the
community.

h.

Marketing Trafford

and Business Development

Enhancing the marketing of regional draws into the business district,
including the theater , the Italian restaurant, the candy store and the shoe
store, in addition to the law office and other professional services, will
help create a lasting sense of place and identity . Retaining and attracting
businesses to the downtown business district will ensure that opportunities
will continue to exist for entrepreneurs that wish to tap into the surrounding
market.

Mural next to the Library

View of Trafford Borough Municipal Center from proposed rail-trail

downtown revitalizalization strategy

d.

Pedestrian and Biking Connections:
Linking Recreation Areas
Trafford is ideally situated to encourage greater pedestrian and biking traffic circulation.
The residential neighborhoods immediately abutting the business district provide a
flow of pedestrians into the business district to conduct business. In addition, some
pedestrian traffic occurs near the PAT bus stop at Brinton Avenue and Fifth Street for
passengers embarking or disembarking from the buses.
Soccer field to the downtown area: the perception is that the downtown is a
far distance from the soccer fields, while in reality it is not so much a matter of
distance but signage and a clear, visible path to the downtown area.
Recommended solution: create a visible connection between the soccer field
and Brinton Avenue and on to Cavitt Avenue via signage and the creation of a
parklet bounded by Fourth Street, Viaduct Way, and Brinton Road. Create a
“parklet” that will serve as a bridge between the recreational resources,
including the soccer field, the proposed rails-to-trails extension, and the Turtle
Creek fishing areas. This will link the downtown business district with these
recreational resources.

Close-up of
proposed parklet
and connectors to
Downtown Trafford

Overall, creating more pedestrian traffic is a function of an enhanced and inviting
physical environment where people feel comfortable exploring the shops and the
community.
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Murrysville Corridor
Along Route 22, between Trafford Road and Haymaker Farm Road, exists a mix of
commercial, industrial, residential, civic, and park lands that are in close proximity to the
proposed rail-trail within the Turtle Creek Railroad corridor. Two areas in particular, are worth
noting: South Murrysville (the roughly 20-block area surrounding the Murrysville Community
Center), and an area historically known as Newlonsburg, around the present-day Post Office
and the Walnut Hollow commercial strip. These two areas along the Murrysville corridor have
shown vigorous economic development over recent decades, and are well-suited to provide
business and civic services to users of the anticipated rail-trail. The rail-trail in turn, will
provide pedestrian access for area residents and visitors to shop at local businesses.
Experience from businesses along the Great Allegheny Passage shows that “on average about
30% of gross revenues were attributed to the trail. This is higher than the 25.5% reported in the
2008-2009 survey”.1 Pedestrian access via the rail-trail to civic resources such as the
Murrysville Community Center, Haymaker Fields, Duff Park, and the Sports Zone will further
improve the quality of life for area residents.

1

from 2012 Trail Town Business Survey Report for Progress Fund, by College of Business, Frostburg
State College, p.2. http://www.trailtowns.org/Data/Sites/1/trail_town_business_survey_final_report.pdf

At Corner of Meadowbrook Road, view looking east across Trafford Road in South Murrysville.

The Haymaker Natural Gas well, drilled in 1878, tapped one of the largest gas fields in the
eastern United States and was the longest producing gas well in the world. The historical marker
is located about 80 feet south of the Turtle Creek Railroad corridor (next to Norbatrol Court) in
South Murrysville.

View looking east along Braun Avenue; Turtle Creek RR at right.

Haymaker Gas Well historical marker

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail in the context of compact, smart growth community centers,
can serve local transportation as well as recreational needs, by providing pedestrian and bicycle
access to area business and community resources.

Murrysville Community Center in South Murrysville

Murrysville Preschool

Little Haymaker Field

The Turtle Creek Railroad Line is about 120 feet south of the Murrysville Community Center. In
years past, the rail provided freight service for the Weyerhaeuser Lumber Yard and other industrial
operations. Redeveloping the corridor as a multi-use rail-trail will bring new opportunities to trail
neighbors.

Lillian Avenue, looking north from the trail,
with mixed residential and business properties.

Lillian Ave. looking south, to
space for start-up ventures.

Looking north, Howard Hanna Office building to left

Turtle Creek along the proposed rail-trail

Duff Park

Leaving Duff Park, looking along School Road toward Route 22.

Sports Zone Dek Hockey at School Road.

Walnut Hollow Commercial development along Route 22, looking east;
proposed rail-trail along Turtle Creek to rear of businesses (to right).

Currently, the Municipality of Murrysville is updating their Comprehensive Plan. This
process is being facilitated by the consulting firm Environmental Planning and Design,
LLC (EPD) of Pittsburgh. Community input and discussion are encouraged
via http://murrysville.com/blog/. Excerpts from the Draft Comprehensive Plan are
included below.

Export
Through the years of coal mining, steel pipe manufacturing, community life, and
service to Country, Export has maintained a distinctive Borough character,
centered on the Turtle Creek Railroad. Photos and text below are reprinted with
permission from Murrysville and Export by Helene Smith, available from the
publisher online at www.arcadiapublishing.com or by calling 888-313-2665.

Lincoln Avenue, looking east
This photograph of Export Town Square (with 15-mile-speed-limit and shoe signs
visible) captures a 1918 Columbus Day ceremony honoring soldiers serving in Europe
during World War I. Red Cross volunteers, who made bandages to be sent overseas, are
in front of a woman wrapped in patriotic bunting. Several ladies at right represent allied
nations. A locomotive beside Westmoreland Coal Company Store puffs smoke from its
coal-fired boiler. (Courtesy of Raymond Meehan.)

The Turtle Creek Industrial Railroad acquisition, is proposed to begin at the
western edge of Lincoln Avenue, pictured above.

Farmers rose at 3:00 a.m. to deliver 10-gallon cans of milk by wagon in time for the 6:00 a.m. iron
horse. The Norrises (owners of Dura-Bond) purchased this branch from Conrail when coal
dwindled. The Dura-Bond Steel fabricating firm (that supplied the World Trade Center site in
New York City with steel salvage support services after 9/11) and other businesses depended on
the line for moving piping from US Steel and Bethlehem
Steel Companies. (Courtesy of Cindy Norris.)

Export today, looking west toward the Lincoln Avenue crossing of the Turtle Creek Railroad

REGIONAL TRAIL CONNECTIONS
in Allegheny and Westmoreland Counties
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Map based on Rails-to-Trails Conservancy TrailLink online map

Development of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) along the 9-mile
Turtle Creek Railroad Corridor (TCRR) from Trafford to Export is an
important link in the long term goal to connect two National Recreation
Trails—the West Penn Trail with the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP).

